
Debate is widely hailed as an effective teaching tool capable 
of attaining many learning objectives. Yet, in second lan-
guage education there is scant empirical evidence available 
to support this assumption. The PhD study set out to: 1) elicit 
L2 students’ attitudes towards debate and their perceptions 
of its impact on different aspects of language development; 
and 2) experimentally explore the affordances and effective-
ness of debate pedagogy with regard to speaking, writing, and 
argumentation skills in the Dutch secondary school context.

Drawing on data from students’ performance, question-
naires, interviews, and classroom observations, the main 
finding was that the participants greatly admire debate and 
that debate pedagogy can improve a number of aspects of the 
debaters’ speaking, writing, and argumentation skills. From 
the findings, it can be concluded that debate pedagogy can 
provide a motivating learning environment with a unique 
pedagogical configuration that is conducive to L2 language 
and argumentation performance.

Debates are motivational, engaging, meaningful, challeng-
ing, interactive, student-centered, audience-oriented, and 
instructive. Instructors need to recognize the potential of 
debates and systematically employ them in their teaching 
practice.
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Introduction

“The use of debate as a teaching technique in the classroom can fulfil several 
major objectives … [such as] problem solving, critical thinking, oral and written 
communication, and research can be approached. Debate is not intended to be 
an end in itself, but, rather, a means to desirable educational outcomes.” (Jackson, 
1973 pp. 152–153)
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Debate as a Teaching Tool:  
A Literature Review

“Debate enables students to express their ideas in a safe environment, where they 
can have fun and experiment with a new language while being challenged by 
other students. It encourages students to take risks with language and to think 
and process in the target language.” (Claxton, 2008, p. 61)

C hapter  2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   19158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   19 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   20158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   20 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

21

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   21158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   21 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
22

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   22158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   22 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

23

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   23158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   23 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
24

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   24158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   24 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

25

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   25158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   25 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
26

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   26158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   26 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

27

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   27158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   27 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
28

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   28158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   28 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

29

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   29158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   29 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
30

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   30158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   30 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

31

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   31158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   31 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
32

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   32158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   32 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

33

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   33158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   33 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
34

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   34158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   34 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

2

35

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   35158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   35 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
36

2      Chapter 2

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   36158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   36 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

̵

̵

̵

̵

2

37

Debate as a teaching tool: A literature review

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   37158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   37 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 

158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   38158350 El Majidi BNW.indd   38 13-04-2022   11:0813-04-2022   11:08



 
 

  

 

 

Design and Evaluation of a  
Debate Task Design

“Incorporating debate in the foreign language classroom can take on many forms, 
and one is not necessarily better than another. Rather than adopting a one-size-
fits-all method, program dynamics … should factor into choosing a suitable 
approach.” (Brown & Bown, 2014, p. 12)
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Invest in What Energizes Students to Learn:  
Investigating Students’ Attitude towards 

Debate in the Second Language Classroom

This chapter is based upon: El Majidi, A., de Graaff, R., & Janssen, D. (2015). Invest 
in what energizes students to learn: Investigating students’ attitude towards debate 
in the foreign language classroom. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 
6(5), 924–932. https://doi.org/10.17507/jltr.0605.03
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Students’ Perceived Effect of In-Class 
Debates in Second Language Learning

This chapter is based upon: El Majidi, A., de Graaff, R., & Janssen, D. (2018). 
Students’ perceived effect of in-class debates in second language learning. The 
European Journal of Applied Linguistics and TEFL, 7(1), 35–57.
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Debate as a Pedagogical Tool for Developing 
Speaking Skills in Second Language 

Education

This chapter is based upon: El Majidi, A., de Graaff, R., & Janssen, D. (in press). 
Debate as a pedagogical tool for developing speaking skills in second language edu-
cation. Language Teaching Research. https://doi.org/10.1177/13621688211050619
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General Discussion and Conclusion

“The foundation of learning a second language—the four basic skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing—are all naturally part of the debating process … 
This is why Debate should be a core subject in an EFL curriculum. The language 
skills practiced and developed through debate are important skills for any second 
language learning. The cognitive and critical thinking skills applied through 
debate are also the skills required in higher learning programs.” (Anderson, 2016, 
pp. 76, 85)
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Debate is widely hailed as an effective teaching tool capable 
of attaining many learning objectives. Yet, in second lan-
guage education there is scant empirical evidence available 
to support this assumption. The PhD study set out to: 1) elicit 
L2 students’ attitudes towards debate and their perceptions 
of its impact on different aspects of language development; 
and 2) experimentally explore the affordances and effective-
ness of debate pedagogy with regard to speaking, writing, and 
argumentation skills in the Dutch secondary school context.

Drawing on data from students’ performance, question-
naires, interviews, and classroom observations, the main 
finding was that the participants greatly admire debate and 
that debate pedagogy can improve a number of aspects of the 
debaters’ speaking, writing, and argumentation skills. From 
the findings, it can be concluded that debate pedagogy can 
provide a motivating learning environment with a unique 
pedagogical configuration that is conducive to L2 language 
and argumentation performance.

Debates are motivational, engaging, meaningful, challeng-
ing, interactive, student-centered, audience-oriented, and 
instructive. Instructors need to recognize the potential of 
debates and systematically employ them in their teaching 
practice.
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