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To manage our social–ecological systems more sustainable, 
collaborate management processes are often advocated, supported 

information with users’ demands. Unfortunately, many Science–
Policy Interfaces encounter interaction problems that diminish their 
effectiveness. Therefore, this thesis presents a novel approach to 
design and implement Science–Policy Interfaces, which can guide us 
towards the informed science–policy interactions that are needed to 
manage our social–ecological systems more sustainable. 

The general research approach is to integrate analytical and 
interactive decision support tools, embed them in participatory 
processes, and implement and evaluate the resulting Science–Policy 
Interface in a real-world case study regarding the future of the 
Dutch peatlands. The research demonstrates how to enhance 
cooperation among stakeholders, increase their understanding of the 
complexities of social–ecological systems, and raise their awareness 
of collaborative options to manage these systems more sustainable.
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